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Annual Meeting to Provide Important Updates 
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By Amanda Baillie 

Executive Director 

 

The Sierra Vista Area Chamber will hold its 

Annual Membership Meeting next month. 

This important event will take place at the 

Windemere Hotel & Conference Center on 

Thursday, January 19, at 11:30 a.m. 

Invitations for the Annual Meeting were  

delivered in November and the Chamber is 

now taking RSVPs (required to ensure your 

reservation) and payment for the buffet lunch. 

All Chamber members are encouraged to  

attend this luncheon, where we will be  

providing an update on the many changes and 

improvements we have put in place,  

especially during the last six months. 

The Board of Directors and staff are looking 

forward to sharing our efforts with our  

members and, in particular, how these im-

provements can help your business and our 

local economy. 

Attendees will also be provided with a copy  

of the Annual Report, as well as our new look 

membership benefits guide. 

To register, call the Chamber at 458-6940 or 

visit sierravistachamber.org and click on the 

events calendar. 
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Chamber’s  

Calendar of Events 

Board Elections - Nomination Process Beginning  

Nominees are now being sought from the 

Chamber’s membership for the 2012 Board 

of Directors election. 
At its monthly meeting in October, the Board  

appointed a nominating committee, which 

includes five members of the current board 

and the Executive Director. 

As per the Chamber’s bylaws, the  
nominating committee is required to present 

a slate by January 15 of at least one  
candidate for each vacancy to replace any 

Directors whose regular three year terms are 

expiring. 
In 2012 three Directors will be leaving the 

Board after completing two, three-year 

terms, and three Directors are expected to 

run again after completing one, three-year 

term. 
In addition to those candidates named by the 

nominating committee, anyone eligible to 

serve as a Director may be nominated by a 

petition signed by 25 members in good 

standing. The petition must be delivered to 

the Chairman of the Board or the Executive 

Director no later than January 15. 
In late January the ballot of nominees will be 

mailed to the Chamber’s members. 

Only one vote is allowed per member.  
Executive Club members have two votes, as 

per the bylaws. 
All ballots must be returned to the Chamber 

by February 15. 
The votes will be tallied by the Executive 

Board and the Board Chairman will  

announce the results.  
The 2012-13 Board of Directors will be in-

stalled at the Annual Installation Dinner in 

April. 
For further information about the Board of 

Directors and the elections process, call Ex-

ecutive Director Amanda Baillie at 458-

6940. 
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In just a few short weeks, we 

will have already completed six 

months of the Chamber’s  

financial year. 

I am pleased to be able to say 

that it has been a positive six 

months, with the addition of 100 new members. 

Not only are we on track to reach our goal of a 

total of 600 Chamber members by June 30, 2012, 

we will likely surpass that number before the end 

of 2011. 

The staff and I are always encouraged by the 

great feedback we continue to receive from our 

members and the wider community, as well as 

hearing about the areas in which we can improve. 

We are particularly looking forward to updating 

the members on our efforts and progress at the 

Annual Meeting on January 19. 

Hopefully, you received your mailed invites last 

month and we also hope you will take the time to 

attend and learn about how your annual  

investment in the Chamber is being put to work 

on your behalf. 

We know how busy many of you are running 

your businesses and that it can be easy to forget 

about the many events and programs we have to 

offer. 

That is why we have introduced a new phone 

texting service to remind our members about  

upcoming events. 

There is no cost to subscribe—you only pay the 

charges that apply to your personal texting 

plan—and we will only send up to four texts a 

week. 

It’s a great way to receive a quick and easy  

reminder about networking and marketing  

opportunities. 

Just text CHAMBER to 520-226-4027 to sign up 

today. 

The Chamber Vista is a publication of the                   
Sierra Vista Area Chamber                                         
21 E. Wilcox Drive, Sierra Vista, AZ 85635               
(520) 458-6940 Fax: (520) 452-0878 
www.sierravistachamber.org 

Mission Statement                                                      
The Sierra Vista Area Chamber promotes business and 
provides leadership for the improvement of the  

community. 

 

2011-12 Board of Directors 
Executive Officers                                                    
Frank Gonzalez—Lawley Automotive (Chairman)      
Tim Cervantes—Cox (Past Chairman)                                 
Dee Dee Hoeft—Wells Fargo Home Mortgage (Chair 
Elect)                                                                             
Michael Benson—TDY Housing (Treasurer)              
Jean Giuffrida—Long Realty (Secretary) 
Board Members                                                         
Pamela Anderson—Landmark Café                            
Jack Blair—Sulphur Springs Valley Electric  

Cooperative                                                                              
Anita Farrow—National Bank of Arizona                        
Wallace Ricks—ManTech Telecommunications & 
Info Systems                                                                             
Rick Shelley—Horizon Moving Systems                        
Bradley Snyder—Sierra Vista Realty                               
Joe Stroud-E. F. Edwards Financial, Inc.                           
Susan Tawney—Pioneer Title Agency                 
Nancy Nash—Stuff’N Baskets                                    
Nathan Williams—Nathan Williams, Law Office                                

Chamber Staff                                                                   
Amanda Baillie—Executive Director                               
abaillie@sierravistachamber.org 

John Hargraves III—Membership & Marketing Director      
jhargraves@sierravistachamber.org                               

Diane Erwin—Events Coordinator                                   
derwin@sierravistachamber.org                              

David Elkins—Communications Director                          
delkins@sierravistachamber.org           

Leah Hastings—Office Manager                                
officem@sierravistachamber.org   

Leah Barnes—Administrative Assistant 
info@sierravistachamber.org                     
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Mini - Expo 

Business at Twilight at Sierra Suites 

November’s Business at Twilight was hosted by 

Sierra Suites. Hotel staff gave guided tours and 

wine tasting was provided by three local wineries, 

including Sonoita Vineyards, in the facility’s  

conference and meeting rooms. The  
Landmark Café provided delicious food pairings. 

Pictured below are attendees taking advantage of 

the networking opportunities at the independently 

owned hotel at 391 E. Fry Blvd.   

Business At Twilight 
Thursday, December 8 

5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

400 W. Fry Blvd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hosted by 

The Landmark Cafe 

 

Mix and mingle, while kicking off the holiday  

season, in a warm and comfortable  

atmosphere. 

Seasonal treats will be served! 

 

Food, Fun, Prizes, and Networking!!! 

Don’t forget your business cards! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This year’s Mini-Expo was held at The Mall at Sierra 

Vista, with 47 vendors participating. This event  
provided the opportunity for a variety of home-based 

businesses and non-profits to increase exposure of their 

companies and organizations in a highly visible location. 

Health Day for Leadership Class 
November’s Leadership Program was Health Day.  

Attendees toured various health facilities around Sierra 

Vista, including the hospital and fire station number 

three, where the participants gained some hands-on 

firefighting and lifesaving experience.  
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Member Updates 
 

Mr. Fix It of Sierra Vista is celebrating their 

Grand Opening Ribbon Cutting  

January 6, 2012 

12:00 p.m. 

122 N. 6th St.   

********* 

Become a Volunteer Tax Preparer! No  

experience necessary, free tax and software 

training provided, become IRS-certified to 

 prepare tax returns.  

Contact Assets for Families  

at (520) 458-2770 or (520) 364-6789  

to volunteer. 

********* 

National Alliance on Mental Illness is having a 

bike ride fundraising Saturday, December 10th. 

Registration is at 6:30 a.m. and begins at 7:30 

a.m. $35 registration fee. For more information 

or to register go to www.namibikes.kintera.org/

NEW
 

PRICING 

FLYER 

$150 

$99 
Chamber Members 

$49  
Executive Club 

The January Vista Newsletter will reach over 590 members! 

Additionally if you provide us with a PDF file of your flyer, 

we will include it in our online edition of the Vista that 

reaches over 800 potential customers! 

You can get advertisements or promotions out  for  

less than 17 cents per potential customer! 

IT’S A MEMBER ONLY BENEFIT! 

 

Contact 520.458.6940 or email  

delkins@sierravistachamber.org for more information. 

New Member Ribbon Cuttings 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Bayada Nurses held their Grand Opening Ribbon Cutting  

 Ceremony on Tuesday, November 15th. Bayada Nurses  

 provides nursing, rehabilitative, therapeutic, hospice, and  

 personal home health care services to children, adults, and   

 seniors in the comfort of their homes. Contact  

 (520) 459-5300 for more information about this new local 

 business.  

 Restless Wings Photography held their Grand Opening  

 Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on Friday, November 18th.  

 Restless Wings Photography provides in-studio and  

 on-location sessions, event photography, product  

 photography, commercial photography, and studio rentals.  

 Contact (785) 375-6059 for more information about this new  

 local business. 

http://www.namibikes.kintera.org/arizona
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Social Media and Your Business 

Arizona Ready  
Arizona Ready, announced by Governor Jan Brewer, State  

Superintendent of Public Instruction John Huppenthal and  

multiple state and local education leaders, is Arizona’s future 

education plan. This plan is about expecting more from our 

children, our schools and ourselves.  

―We know that Arizona’s ability to attract the jobs of  

tomorrow depends upon building a world-class education  

system today. Arizona Ready is the roadmap. This is the plan 

that lays out our education goals and how we intend to reach 

them,‖ said Governor Brewer. 

The first changes began in September. The state started to issue 

letter grades (A-F) accompanying the standard school rating 

system (performing, excelling, etc.). By the 2013 school year, 

third graders will be expected to read at or near grade level 

before being allowed to advance to the 4th grade.  

All Arizona students between the 3rd and 11th grades will take 

a diagnostic test to determine if they are on track for college 

and a career, by 2014. This will help parents, teachers, and 

students address lacking areas in the student’s education to  

ensure they do not fall behind.  

Superintendent of Public Instruction John Huppenthal  

commented, ―To remain a leader in America, Arizona must be  

laser-focused on improving the quality of our children’s  

education. We must hold our students and schools to higher 

academic standards, while at the same time providing the tools 

and resources necessary for teachers and administrators to be 

successful in the classroom. The goals of Arizona Ready raise 

the academic bar in order to get our students college and  

career-ready by the time they graduate.‖ 

Arizona Ready’s goals also include: 

94% of 3rd graders meeting state standards for reading  

        (up from 69%) 

85% of 8th graders scoring at or above ―basic‖ on the  

        National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)  

        test (up from the current 67%) 

93% high school graduation rate (up from 75%) 

Twice as many four-year college degrees being issued by 

        state universities.  

 

For more information,  please visit ArizonaReady.com 

 

By David Elkins, Communications Director 

Gone are the days of simply placing an advertisement in a 

magazine or newspaper to grow your business. Today, a  

business additionally needs to grow its social media presence.  

Social media has become a major factor in consumers choosing 

a product or service from a business because social media  

relates to one of the oldest and best forms of 

marketing and advertisement—word of 

mouth recommendations. Customers are 

more likely to choose a business based on 

another customer’s experience and  

recommendation, even if they have never 

met this person.  

Social media websites allow businesses to 

reach clients that were never available 

through traditional advertising. For example, 

a customer finds your social media webpage (i.e. Facebook) 

and clicks a button that says he/she ―likes‖ your business. This 

then sends a notice to all of his/her friends that this friend likes 

this business. Through this simple click of a button, your  
business has received advertising to not only one person but 

everyone that person knows… and it’s the best kind-- word of 

mouth. This easily spreads throughout a customer’s contacts, 

giving small businesses the opportunity to reach customers, not 

only across the city, but county, state, and even nationwide.   
Recognizing the great benefit social media has on businesses, 

the Chamber has implemented numerous options to help your 

business grow. Our Facebook and Twitter pages are updated 

daily with upcoming events and member specials. We have a 

new iPhone and iPad app that allows customers to instantly 

find Chamber members. Additionally, we have implemented a 

text messaging system that sends alerts and reminders to  

subscribers’ cell phones about upcoming events or news. A 

weekly eBlast is sent out to all our members 

and all our followers on Facebook and Twitter. 

This not only allows our members to see what 

great events are coming up but also the general 

public as well. Advertisements are sent out 

monthly with the Vista on Facebook and  

Twitter.  

If you don’t know where to begin  
implementing social media into your business, 

a great place to start is Facebook. As a  
Chamber member, you can take advantage of building your 

clientele base by simply providing us with information about 

any special events or deals you have coming up. The Chamber 

will advertise it for you on our social media pages, giving you 

more exposure.  Contact the Chamber at (520)458-6940, or 

email delkins@sierravistachamber.org  to utilize the  

Chamber’s entire social media services or for more  

information. Check us out on Facebook or Twitter:   
www.facebook.com/pages/Greater-Sierra-Vista-Area-Chamber

-of-Commerce/339671812918?ref=ts or http://twitter.com/#!/

SVChamber101 

ArizonaReady.com
mailto:delkins@sierravistachamber.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Greater-Sierra-Vista-Area-Chamber-of-Commerce/339671812918?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Greater-Sierra-Vista-Area-Chamber-of-Commerce/339671812918?ref=ts
http://twitter.com/#!/SVChamber101
http://twitter.com/#!/SVChamber101
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The Chamber welcomes the following new members… 

 

All Saints Catholic School 

1425 Yaqui St., (520) 378-7012 

A+ Texture 

1364 Acacia Dr., (520) 227-6720 

Allstate Insurance company/Cochise County 

Insurance 

3965 E. Foothills Dr.,520 459 5564 

Best Site Solutions 

1162A Plaza Oro Loma, (520) 955-9327 

Bill’s Evaporative Cooler 

3300 E. Fry Blvd, #26, (520) 335-8586 

Chocolate 

134 Tombstone Canyon Rd. (Bisbee),  

(520) 432-3011 

Clark Information Systems 

1840 S. Hwy. 92, (520) 458-0293 

CNJ Bookkeeping 

5405 S. Hwy. 92, (520) 895-9830 

D&M Promotional Accessories 

1153 Sunflower Way, (520) 508-7264 

Delio’s Italian Restaurant 

3637 S. Hwy. 92,  (520) 378-1066 

Divine Teas & Novelties 

P.O. Box 312, (520) 266-3330 

Dove Security 

5405 S. Hwy. 92 # C, (520) 459-2126 

Everything Italian…and more 

(717) 418-6778 

Fairfield Inn - Tucson Airport 

6955 S. Tucson Blvd., (520) 295-8800 

Highway 92 Café 

4235 S. Hwy. 92, (520) 378-2092 

Husbands 2 Go  

2160 E. Fry Blvd. C5 #437, (520) 508-1420 

Isaacson Homes 

P.O. Box 508, (520) 559-0288 

Long Realty - Katherine Zellerbach 

1077 E. Ramsey Canyon Rd., (520) 678-0283 

Mary Kay Skincare Consultant – Emily  

Winters 

(717) 418-6778 

Meyer Source 

5407 E. Hereford Rd., (520) 378-3760 

Team Isagenix 

(520)508 - 0323 

Orbital Games 

691 E. Fry Blvd., (520) 335-2440 

PuroClean Water, Mold, Fire & Trauma  

Specialists 

P.O. Box 894,  (520) 378-9454 

Restless Wings Photography 

100 E. Fry Blvd., (785) 375-6059 

Sierra Vista Glass 

3827 S. Hwy. 92 B, (520) 439-8818 

Sierra Vista Rotary Club (Noon) 

(520) 452-7982 

SCF Workers Compensation   

Workshop 
 

Guest speaker Melanie Crider from 

SCF AZ will discuss: 

 

What is SCF AZ and its  

possible benefits? 

Workers Compensation 101 

Interpretation of Your Insurance  

Reports 

 

12:00 P.M. - 1:00 P.M. 

Lunch will be provided 

Please RSVP at the Chamber 

(520)458-6940 

Small Business Associations’  

Top 10 Business Tips 
 

*Get A Mentor         *Test Your Idea 

*Hire Quality         *Stay on Your Game  

*Focus on Your          *Set Goals 

  Mission                    

*Develop Partnerships   *Protect Your Brand 

*Plan for the Future      *Stay Focused 
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Executive Club Members 

American Systems 

Arizona Water Company 

Best Buy 

Booz Allen Hamilton 

BrightStar 

CACI, Inc. 

Campstone Transfer, Inc. 

Castle & Cooke, Inc. 

Castle & Cooke Mortgage, LLC 

CGI, formerly Oberon Associates 

Cherry Creek Radio 

City of Sierra Vista 

Coca-Cola Refreshments USA, Inc. 

Cox 

Dental Village 

Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriot 

Farmers Insurance - Ginny Francis 
Garden Terrace Assisted Living 

Home 
Horizon Moving Systems of Sierra 

Vista, Inc. 
Huachuca Mountain Insurance 

Agency 

Kennedy Kleaning Supplies 

KKYZ Radio 

Landmark Café 

Lawley Automotive Center 

Lawley Team Ford 

Life Care Center 

Long Realty Co. 

Longhorn Restaurant 
Mall at Sierra Vista/ Gen. Growth 

Properties 
ManTech Telecommunications & 

Info Systems 
Mission Essential Personnel (MEP), 

LLC 

National Bank of Arizona 

New Frontier Animal Medical Center 

Patio Pools & Spas 

Photography by Ty 

Pioneer Title Agency 

Pueblo del Sol Country Club 

Restless Wings Photography 

Rosemont Copper Company 
Salient Federal Solutions (formerly 

SGIS) 

Sierra Vista Ace Hardware 
Sierra Vista Herald Bisbee Daily Re-

view 

Sierra Vista Regional Health Center 

SMPLFY IT 
Southeastern Arizona Contractors 

Association 

Southern Arizona Media Productions 

Southwest Gas Corporation 

Southwestern Eye Center 

Stachel & Associates, P.C.  

STG Inc. 

Stilwell’s Learning Center, LLC 

Suburban Extended Stays Hotels 
Sulpher Springs Valley Electric 

Coop. 

Sun Canyon Inn 

TDY Housing, LLC 

Tombstone Territories RV Park 

TownePlace Suites by Marriott 
University of Phoenix - Sierra Vista 

Campus 

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. 

Wayland Baptist University 

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc. 
Windemere Hotel & Conference 

Center 

Your Ad Here! 
Place your business card ad in 

the Vista for $100 per issue 

or your logo for $50. 
Sign up for 12 issues and save 

$200 on a business card ad and 

$100 on a logo placement. 

Thanks to these members for renewing 

their commitment to the business commu-

nity… 

AT&G Service 

Castle & Cooke Mortgage, LLC 

Center for Academic Success 

CGI, formerly Oberon Associates 

Cochise County Supervisor 

Cochise Oncology 

Evans & Hillebrand, P.C. 

Family Vision Care 

Finders Keepers Antiques & Collecti-

bles 

First Baptist Church  

Fry’s Food Stores of Arizona 

Goodwill Industries of Southern Arizona 

Habitat for Humanity– Sierra Vista Area 

High Desert Clinic  

Humana, Inc. 

ICASTE Networks 

ICE (Intelligence Communications & 

Engineering) 

La Casita Mexican Restaurant 

Long Realty Co. 

ManTech Telecommunications & Info 

Systems 

Morgan, Stanley, Smith, Barney -  

Eric Witt 

Mr. Fix It of Sierra Vista 

Nova Home Loans 

Oasis Apartments 

Office Smart, Inc. 

Port Royale Apartments 

Real Estate Press of Cochise County 

Romisco Sign Systems, LLC 

Scentsy Wickless Candles  

Screaming Banshee Pizza 

Tee Sign Design, LLC 

The Social Register 

Thomas, Hal 

Truly Nolen– Sierra Vista Branch Office 

University Termite & Pest Control  

Walgreens 

Wells Fargo Advisors 
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Current Resident or 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Thursday, January 19 @ 11:30 A.M. 

Annual Chamber Meeting 

Windemere Hotel & Conference Center 

 

Saturday, February 25, 2012 

Health Fair 

10:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M. 

The Mall at Sierra Vista 

 

Friday - Saturday, March 23 - 24, 2012 

Southeastern Arizona Contractors Association 

(SACA) Home and Garden Show 

Friday: 9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. 

Saturday: 9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. 

Buena High School 

 

Tuesday, December 6th 

SCF Workers Compensation Workshop 

12:00 P.M. - 1:00 P.M. 

Chamber 

 

Wednesday, December 7th 

Military Affairs Committee Luncheon 

11:30 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 

Thunder Mountain Activity Center (TMAC) 

 

Thursday, December 8th 

Business at Twilight 

5:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M.  

Landmark Café 

 

December 27-30 

Chamber open 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Sierra Vista Area Chamber’s Calendar of Events 

Did you know that you can text CHAMBER to 520-226-4027 to receive chamber 

updates, events, and reminders?  

You will never be left in the dark about another networking opportunity again!! 


